
Nurdle Patrol collects data through citizen scientists
National media coverage and the Texas Plastic Pollution Symposium raise
awareness and collaboration
Research reveals nurdle impacts and pushes for stronger solutions

Awareness & Action

Tiny plastic pellets - the building blocks of most plastic products.
Billions are made each year, but many spill into rivers, railroads, beaches and
oceans.

What are nurdles?

Nurdles have polluted the environment since the 1950s.
They spill at every stage; production → shipping → storage
Wildlife can mistake nurdles for food
Current prevention programs are voluntary, with only a few companies
participating

The problem

Every nurdle counted is a step toward cleaner oceans.

SPOT IT - Look for nurdles on beaches, rivers, and railroads.
RECORD IT - Log your findings at nurdlepatrol.org.
SHARE IT - Invite friends, family, or classmates to survey with you.
CHANGE IT - Your data helps improve industry practices and shape new laws.

What can you do

Nurdle Patrol
Nurdle Fact Sheet



No More Nurdles? Formosa’s Agreement to Stop Pumping Plastics Into Lavaca Bay Is
Historic – Texas Monthly
Marine Debris and the Economy Fact Sheet – NOAA Marine Debris Program
Nurdle Patrol uses funds from Formosa settlement to distribute plastic pellet
collection kits – Victora Advocate
Nurdles: the worst toxic waste you’ve probably never heard of – The Guardian
Buoyant, the size of a lentil and almost impossible to recover: how nurdles are
polluting the oceans – The Guardian
Pennsylvania Plastics Pollution Settlement Could Set a National Precedent for Control
of Pellets – Inside Climate News
Communities Around the World Find Plastic Pellets in Their Local Waterways – Inside
Climate News
Plastic Pellets Spilled Along Southern California Coast – Surfrider Foundation
Millions of tiny plastic nurdles prompt fears of “major troubles” in Spain after falling
from vessel – CBS News 
Diane Wilson and her scrappy crew of volunteer citizen-scientists took on a polluting
billion-dollar plastics company and, nurdle by nurdle, won. – Waterkeeper Alliance
Nurdle Patrol Expands its Citizen Scientist Effort to Fight Plastic Pollution on Beaches
– The University of Texas at Austin College of Natural Sciences
The massive, unregulated source of plastic pollution you’ve probably never heard of –
Vox

Articles:

Nurdle Patrol
Hurdles with Nurdles Presentation – video on YouTube
Nurdle Patrol Training 101 – video on YouTube
River Nurdle Survey Training video – YouTube 
The Great Nurdle Hunt – The Problem
Our World in Data – FAQs on plastics

Resources:

Nurdle Patrol
Resources and Articles

https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/nurdles-formosas-agreement-stop-plastics-lavaca-bay-historic/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/news-politics/nurdles-formosas-agreement-stop-plastics-lavaca-bay-historic/
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/fact-sheets/marine-debris-and-economy-fact-sheet
https://victoriaadvocate.com/2020/09/23/nurdle-patrol-uses-funds-from-formosa-settlement-to-distribute-plastic-pellet-collection-kits/
https://victoriaadvocate.com/2020/09/23/nurdle-patrol-uses-funds-from-formosa-settlement-to-distribute-plastic-pellet-collection-kits/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/nov/29/nurdles-plastic-pellets-environmental-ocean-spills-toxic-waste-not-classified-hazardous
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/aug/12/nurdles-kerala-india-microplastic-pellets-pollution-fishing-environment-law
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/aug/12/nurdles-kerala-india-microplastic-pellets-pollution-fishing-environment-law
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/04092025/pennsylvania-nurdles-plastic-pollution-settlement/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/04092025/pennsylvania-nurdles-plastic-pollution-settlement/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/17092025/plastic-pellets-pollute-waterways-around-the-world/
https://www.surfrider.org/news/help-us-prevent-nurdle-spills-and-hold-polluters-accountable-0
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/millions-of-tiny-plastic-nurdles-spain-beaches-ship/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/millions-of-tiny-plastic-nurdles-spain-beaches-ship/
https://waterkeeper.org/magazines/be-the-change-volume-16/nurdles-all-the-way-down/
https://waterkeeper.org/magazines/be-the-change-volume-16/nurdles-all-the-way-down/
https://cns.utexas.edu/news/features/nurdle-patrol-expands-its-citizen-scientist-effort-fight-plastic-pollution-beaches
https://www.vox.com/recode/23056251/nurdles-plastic-pollution-ocean-microplastics
https://nurdlepatrol.org/home
https://youtu.be/YaJ0PAXC5VQ?si=SeWT7_-Fzs8vSyfN
https://youtu.be/uk3fM92W5SA?si=AMHMW04WkZYXScCe
https://youtu.be/dEcUbpc1mFE?si=u8s5uCyggrzr15B2
https://www.nurdlehunt.org.uk/the-problem.html
https://ourworldindata.org/faq-on-plastics

